ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: C14H-07-0020 HLC DATE: September 24, 2007
PC DATE: October 23, 2007

APPLICANT: Donald T. Wells

HISTORIC NAME: Albert and Ruth Douglas House

WATERSHED: Town Lake

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 1200 Travis Heights Boulevard

ZONING FROM: SF-3-NP TO: SF-3-H-NP

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning
change from single family residence, neighborhood plan district (SF-3-NP) to single
family residence, neighborhood plan — Historic (SF-3-H-NP) combining district zoning.

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning
change from single family residence, neighborhood plan district (SF-3-NP) to single
family residence, neighborhood plan — Historic (SF-3-H-NP) combining district zoning.
Vote: 6-0 (Cuppett absent, Bunton and Mather off dais).

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning change from
single family residence, neighborhood plan district (SF-3-NP) to single family residence,
neighborhood plan — Historic (SF-3-H-NP) combining district zoning. Vote: 9-0.

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The Albert and Ruth Douglas House is listed as a
Priority 2 for research in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984). It was
featured in the Heritage Society of Austin’s Homes Tour in Travis Heights in 2005.

CITY COUNCIL DATE: November 29, 2007 ACTION:
ORDINANCE READINGS: 15T 2ND 3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER:
CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-6454

- NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: South Rivér City Neighborhood Association

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:

The ca. 1917 Albert and Ruth Douglas House is an excellent example of a Craftsman
bungalow, and is associated with Eugene A. Murchison, a prominent grocer and president of
the Austin School Board for 17 years (and for whom Murchison Middle School is named),
William W. Boyd, the Commissioner of the Texas Game, Fish and Oyster Commission, and
Albert W. Douglas, the principal of the Texas School for the Deaf.




Architecture:

One-and-a-half story rectangular-plan side-gabled frame bungalow with a front-gabled
partial-width entry porch on paired square wood posts atop stone piers; front-gabled
dormer pierces the center of the roof in the front; single, paired, and triple 6:1 fenestration;
false half-timbering in the tympanae of the porch and dormer front gables.

The ca. 1917 Albert and Ruth Douglas House exhibits the characteristics of an Arts and
Crafts (or Craftsman) bungalow, a style which became very popular in the 1910s, and then
commercialized in the 1920s by “catalog” housebuilders. The Arts and Crafts movement
began as a reaction to the ornate styles characterizing the late Victorian age, when
machine-made architectural details were the norm. The Arts and Crafts movement
celebrated the individual craftsmen who hand-crafted wood, iron, and stonework, and
emphasized showing the craftsmanship inherent in building a house. Architectural details
are emphasized, and the method of construction is apparent from both the interior and
exterior of the house. Bungalows were the perfect showcase for Craftsman houses; they
emphasized a low, horizontal composition, low to the ground, and organic with its setting
(as opposed to the Victorian Queen Annes, which stood out from their settings). With its
combination of stone, wood, and false half-timbering, the Murchison-Douglas House is an
excellent example of a Craftsman bungalow.

Historical Associations:

The house was built in 1917, directly across the street from the landmarked Stacy House on
Travis Heights Boulevard, and was one of the first houses built in Travis Heights, which
had been platted in 1913 by W.H. Stacy. The first owner of the property was E.-W.
Shonaker, but he does not appear as a resident of the house until listed in the 1927 city
directory, where he listed his occupation as a traveling salesman. The first known
residents of the house were Eugene Murchison (1873-1964) and his first wife, Emma, in
1918. Murchison moved to Austin from Del Valle around 1905 and became a partner in
Caldwell-Murchison-Lee, a grocery business at 600-06 E. 6th Street. The business moved to
325 E. 6th Street by 1916, when Murchison was president, and was living at 305 Fannin
Street; he moved into this house by 1918. He sold his grocery business in 1935 and became
a Travis County Probation Officer. He was a member of the Austin School Board from 1919
to 1943, and served 17 of those years as Board President. Murchison Middle School was
named for him in 1967. Murchison lived in this house only until 1920, then rented several
other residences for the rest of his life.

William W. Boyd and his wife Pearl occupied the house from 1924 to 1927. Boyd was the
Commissioner of the Texas Game, Fish and Oyster Commission from 1921 and 1924, and
oversaw the release of the game fund monies to the Commission to hire wardens by the
legislature in 1923. More wardens in the field greatly increased the number of hunting
licenses sold.

After Boyd’s residence in the house, Edwin W. Shonaker, the original owner, is listed as the
owner and occupant in the 1927 city directory; the house was then rented out again for
many years; Frank and Bessie Ephraim rented the house from the late 1920s through the
mid-1930s; he was a plumber’s helper with Fox-Schmidt, heating, electrical, and plumbing



contractors. A teacher, Frank Campbell, and his wife Mattie, owned the house from 1936 to
1942; Julius and Queen Schmidt owned the house from the mid-1940s through the early
1950s. He was a clerk at the Big Bear Food Store on South Congress Avenue.

From 1957 to 1983, the house was owned and occupied by Albert and Ruth Douglas. Albert
Douglas (1916-1979) had been a teacher and supervisor of the American School for the Deaf
in Connecticut and came to Austin in 1950 to become the curriculum coordinator for the
Texas School of the Deaf. He was the principal of the school from 1954 to 1965 and
superintendent from 1965 to 1972. He contributed as an expert in the education of the deaf
in developing programs and services for the hearing impaired. From 1983 through 1993,
the house was owned and occupied by Michael and Cynthia Pribilski; architect David
Hoffman owned and occupied the house until 1998 with his wife Binnie; it was sold to the
present owner in 2000.

PARCEL NO.: 03104060710000

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lot 5 and the South 15 feet of Lot 6, Block 27, Travis Heights

ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $10,662 (owner-occupied); city portion: $2,000 (capped)

APPRAISED VALUE: $778,277

PRESENT USE: Residence

CONDITION: Excellent

PRESENT OWNERS

Donald T. and P. Kathleen Wells
1200 Travis Heights Boulevard
Austin, Texas 78704

DATE BUILT: ca. 1917

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: A carport was constructed and an open porch enclosed in
1952; the house was remodeled and repaired in 1962; David Hoffman restored the
handrails fro the front porch from ghost marks and enclosed the carport under the back
deck, making it a garage in the 1990s; the current owner constructed a two-story
addition to the back of the house with a rooftop deck in 2002; it is not visible from the
front of the house.

ORIGINAL OWNER(S): Edwin W. and Iphigenia Shonaker (1917)

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: None.
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Murchison-Douglas House
1200 Travis Heights Boulevard
ca. 1917



Application for Historic Zoning
(Historic Landmark Designation)

Murchison-Douglas House

1200 Travis Heights Boulevard
Austin, Travis County, Texas




A. APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC ZONING l},ic?

PROJECT INFORMATION:

BASIC PROJECT DATA:

1. OWNER'S NAME: Donald T. Wells

2. PROJECT NAME: Murchison — Dougias House

3. PROJECT STREET ADDRESS (or Range): 1200 Travis Heights Boulevard
ZIP: 78704 COUNTY_Travis
iF PROJECT ADDRESS CANNOT BE DEFINED ABQVE:

LOCATED FRONTAGE FEET ALONG THE N. S E. W {CIRCLE ONE) SIDE OF
{ROAD NAME PROPERTY FRONTS ONTO), WHICH IS
APPROXIMATELY DISTANCE FROM ITS
INTERSECTION WITH CROSS STREET.
AREA TO BE REZONED:
4. ACRES {OR) SQ.FT.

5. ZONING AND LAND USE INFORMATION:

EXISTING EXISTING TRACT# ACRES /SQ. FT. PROPOSED PROPOSED
ZONING USE (IF MORE USE ZONING
THAN 1)
SF-3 Residential Lot 5 & South Residential SF-3-H
15ftof 6
RELATED CURRENT CASES:
I
. 8 ACTIVE ZONING CASE? (YES / ND) FILE NUMBER: _ nya
‘| 7. RESTRICTIVE COVENANT? (YES / NO) FILE NUMBER: __n/a
8. SUBDIVISION? (YES /NO) FILE NUMBER: _ n/a
9. SITE PLAN? {YES /ND) FILE NUMBER:. __ nia

Revised June 30, 2002 7



PROPERTY DESCRIPTION (SUBDIVISION REFERENCE OR METES AND BOUNDS):

10a. SUBDIVISION REFERENCE: Name: Travis Heights Subdivision
Block(s) 27 _ Lot(s } 5.8 South 15 of Lot6  Outlot(s)
Plat Book: Page
Number:

10b. METES AND BOUNDS (Attach two copies of certified field notes if subdivision reference is not available or
zoning includes partial lots)

DEED REFERENCE CONVEYING PROPERTY TO PRESENT OWNER AND TAX PARCEL 1.D.:

11. VOLUME: PAGE: TAX PARCEL 1.D. NO. _03010406070000

OTHER PROVISIONS:

12.18 PROPERTY IN A ZONING COMBINING DISTRICT / OVERLAY ZONE? YES/NO
TYPE OF COMBINING DIST/OVERLAY ZONE (NCCD,NF, etc)
13. LOCATED IN A LOCAL OR NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES/NO
14.15 ATIA REQUIRED? YES/NO (NOT REQUIRED IF BASE ZONING IS NOT CHANGING)
TRIPS PER DAY: n/a
TRAFFIC SERIAL ZONE(S). nfa

.. JWNERSHIP TYPE:

156. X_SOLE __COMMUNITY PROPERTY __PARTNERSHIP __CORPORATION TRUST

If ownership is other than sole or community propenty, list individuals/paniners/principals below or attach separate sheet.

OWNER INFORMATION:

“ N
16. OWNER CONTAGT INFRRMATION: —
SIGNATURE: ﬁm / NAME: Donald T. Wells

FIRM NAME: TELEPHONE NUMBER: (512) 656-1802
STREET ADDRESS: 1200 Travis Heights Boulevard

CITY. Austin STATE: TX ZIP CODE: 78704

EMAIL ADDRESS: dwells@sfcaustin.com

AGENT INFORMATION (IF APPLICABLE):

17. AGENT CONTACT INFORMATION
SIGNATURE: nfa_ NAME: n/a

FIRM NAME: TELEPHONE NUMBER:
STREET ADDRESS:
CITY: STATE: ZiP CODE:
2 GONTACT PERSON: TELEPHONE NUMBER:
S IEMAILADRESS: . .
DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY:

Revised June 30, 2002



D. SUBMITTAL VERIFICATION
AND INSPECTION AUTHORIZATION

SUBMITTAL VERICATION

My signature attests to the fact that the attached application package is complete and accurate to the best of my
knowledge. 1 understand that proper City staff review of this application is dependent upon the accuracy of the informatian
provided and that any inaccurate or inadequate information provided hy me/my firn/etc., may delay the proper review of
this application.

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT NAI‘HE BELOW SIGNATURE AND

INDICATE F|RM RE SENTED, IF APPLICABLE.
@(M L) O8-20-QwF

Signature Date

Donald T. Wells
Name (Typed or Printed}

Flrm (If applicable)

INSPECTION AUTHORIZATION

As owner or authorized agent, my sigrature authorizes staff to visit and inspect the property for which this
application is being submitted.

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT NAME BELOW SIGNATURE AND
INDICATE FIRM REIESENTED, IF APPLICABLE.

1

il ok20 2Lf
Signature ~ Date
‘Donald T. Wells
Name {Typed or Printed)
Firm (If applicable)

Revised June 30, 2002 8



E. ACKNOWLEDGMENT FORM

concerning
Subdivision Plat Notes, Deed Restrictions,
Restrictive Covenants
and/or
Zoning Conditional Overlays

{, Donaid T. Wells have checked for subdivigion plat notes, deed restrictions,
(Print name of applicant}

restrictive covenants andlor zoning conditional overlays prohibiting certain uses and/or requiring certain
development restrictions i.e. height, access, screening etc. on this properly, located at

1200 Travis Heights Boulevard, Austin, Travis County, Texas 78704

If a conflict should result with the request | am submitting to the Clty of Austin due to subdivision plat notes,

deed restrictions, restrictive covenants and/or zoning conditional overlays it will be my responsibifity to resoive

it. | also acknowledge that | understand the implications of use and/or development restrictions that are a
result of a subdivision plat notes, deed restrictions, restrictive covenants and/or zening conditional overiays.

. understand that if requested, | must brovide copies of any and all subdivision piat notes, deed restrictions,
restrictive covenants and/or zoning ¢onditional overay information which may apply to this property.

@m\\m\ R 08-go- qa'’F

{(Applicant's signature) (Date)

Revised June 30, 2002 10



TAX CERTIFICATE NO 608719
Nelda Wells S
Travis Coungbeag Asse sor Collector

Austin, Texas 78767
(51%) "854-9473

e Y A e e e R e e MR ML A v e M mm e e e = A - = = = - — = = . —

ACCOUNT NUMBER: 03-0104-0607-0000

PROPERTY OWNER: PROPERTY DESCRIPTION:
WELLS DONALD T & P KATHLEEN WE LOT 5 *& S15FT LOT 6 BLK 27 TRAVIS
P KATHLEEN WELLS HEIGHTS

1200 TRAVIS HEIGHTS BLVD
AUSTIN, TX 78704-2527

ACRES 0.000 MIN% .00000 TYPE

o e e s o an g ok e e e T T N e 4 e MY M ey e 4 e S M e e o = e e e o = T S e e A T S = = = e =

SITUS INFORMATION: 1200 TRAVIS HEIGHTS BV

e R e e e ek = e e e

This is to cert;f at after a careful check of tax records of this office, the
following taxes, nqgent taxes, penalties and interests are due on the
describe property of following tax unit{s):
YEZR ENTITY TOTAL
2006 AUSTIH ISD *ALI, PAID*
TY CF AUSTIN (TRAV) *ALL PAID¥*
TRAVIS COUNTY *ALL PAID*
TRAVIS COUNTY HEALTHCARE DISTRICT *ALL PAID*
ACC (TRAVIS) *#ALL, PAID*
TOTAL SEQUENCE 0 *ALL PAID*
QT. H * PATD*
UONPATD * NONE *
INTEREST ON FEES: * NONE *
COMMISSION: * ONE _*
TOTAL DUE ==> *ALL PAID?*
TAXES PATD FOR YEAR 2006 $15,166.52

ALL TAXES PAID IN FULL PRIOR TO AND INCLUDING THE YEAR 2006 EXCEPT FOR UNPAID

YEARS LISTED ABOVE

The above descrlbed propert y be s gect to sgec1?l vaJuation based on its
ecome du Section 23.55, State

Propexty Tax Code) .

ugse, and additional ol bacK taxes may
Pursuant to Section 31.08 of the State Property Tax Code, there is a fee of
$10.00 for all Tax Certificates.

e e ok T - = - - e v e W e A o A o = = T e S i M= A em e Tm R sn SR eA A e R P T R Ty R AR = e dm e Ay A . e o = =

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE ON THIS DATE OF 07/11/2007

Nelda Wells Spears
Fee Pald: $10.00 Tax Assessor-Collector

B&: M

HARTE printed on 07/11/2007 @ 15;22:04:70 Page# 1
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Murchison-Douglas House
1200 Travis Heights Boulevard
Austin, Travis County, Texas

Brief Chronology and Overview of the Property’s History and Development

The property described as 1200 Travis Heights Boulevard is Lot 5 and the South 15 feet
of Lot 6, Block 27, Travis Heights Subdivision, a subdivision in Travis County, Texas,
according to the map or plat thereof, recorded in Volume 3, Page 17, of the Plat Records
of Travis County, Texas.

The development of the Travis Heights Subdivision began in 1913 by The Travis Heights
Company and Citizens Loan & Investment Company. Lot 5 of the Travis Heights
Subdivision, also known as 1200 Travis Heights Boulevard, was deeded to E.W.
Shonaker in 1914. In 1917, the two story bungalow style house was constructed making
it one of the original structures in the Travis Heights Subdivision. The house sits directly
across the street from the former home of General W.H. Stacy, the developer of the
Travis Heights Subdivision.

Sometime after World War II, a portion of the wrap-around porch was enclosed to create
an additional room to the main living areas of the home. However, the front porch
continues 10 span the breadth of the house.

The property was expanded in 1965 when A.W. and Ruth Douglas purchased the south
15 feet of Lot 6, Block 27.

In 1994, the home was purchased by David and Binnie Hoffman. The Hoffmans
uncovered a window on the south side of the living room and converted it into a
television cabinet. In addition, they restored handrails for the front porch from ghost
marks and enclosed the carport under the back deck making a garage.

In 2002, the current owner and applicant, Donald Wells, added a two-story addition to the
back of the house which is not visible from the street. This addition included a master
suite and game room as well as a rooftop deck with a view of downtown Austin and
Town Lake (now known as Lady Bird Lake).



Summary of Primary Uses and Occupants

Since its construction, the house has been conveyed to many people and has been used
only for residential purposes.

One prominent occupant of the house was Eugene Alexander Murchison. Mr. Murchison
moved to Austin from De Valle, Texas in 1905 to become a partner in the grocery firm
named the Caldwell-Murchison-Lee Company. He owned and operated grocery stores on
both Congress Avenue and Sixth Street, He retired from the grocery business in 1935,
Murchison was a member of the Austin School Board for 24 years (1919-1943),
including 6 years as Vice President and 17 years as President. This was the fongest
tenure of service for a board member in the history of the Austin School system. He
taught a Sunday school class of seventh grade boys at First Methodist Church for 45
years. He was Scout Master of Austin’s Boy Scout Troop 2 from 1920 to 1934,
Murchison was also a Travis County Probation officer for 13 years (1935-1948).

His awards and recognitions include the Austin School Board’s Citation for Service
Award, a golden-headed walking cane presented by Boy Scout Troop 2, the Austin
Rotary Club’s Distinguished Community Service Award, and the Texas Heritage
Foundation’s Distinguished Service Medal. In 1967, Murchison Junior High School
{now known as Murchison Middle School) was named in his honor. The City of Austin’s
Murchison Pool is also named for the former resident of the house.

Research on Mr, Murchison revealed a fun fact regarding his Aunt Nancy Jane, On June
16, 1837, a child was born to Alexander and Mary Nicholson Murchison. Civic leaders
were excited, as this infant was the first white child born in Austin. City fathers asked
Alexander and Mary to name their newborn daughter, Austin. In exchange, the
Murchisons would be awarded a jersey cow and several city lots. The Murchisons already
owned both land and cattle and preferred the name Nancy Jane. Nancy Jane Murchison
was the paternal aunt of Eugene Alexander Murchison.

The Austin City Directory records Eugene A. Murchison residing with his first wife,
Emma H. Murchison, at 1200 Travis Heights Boulevard from 1918 through 1920. The
City Directory places Mr. Murchison at five other residencies during the sixty years that
he lived in Austin, including 1304 Alta Vista where he resided for 20 years (1939-1959).

Another prominent occupant of the house was William Walter Boyd. Mr. Boyd lived in
the house with his wife, Pearl, from 1924 to 1927. Boyd served as the Commissioner of
the Texas Game, Fish and Oyster Commission from 1921-1924. Appointed by the
Govemor, his duties included the protection of birds and game of Texas as well as fish,
turtles, terrapin of the bays and coastal waters of the state, and the protection of both
natural and private oyster beds and reefs. Boyd’s service resulted in a great increase in
these natural resources. Under his leadership, the Texas legislature of 1923 turned over
the entire game fund to the Commission with authority to hire any reasonable number of
wardens within its power to enforce the game laws.

RN



This was a turning point in the fate of Texas fauna. About 45 wardens were placed in the
field, which quickly resulted in doubling the sale of state hunting licenses. The
enforcement of game Jaws came as a great surprise In some sections of the state where no
game warden had ever been seen before, according to reports of Honorable Boyd. In
1963, the Game and Fish Comnmission (previously known as the Game, Fish and Oyster
Commission) merged with the Texas State Parks Board to form the Texas Department of
Parks and Wildlife.

Between 1957 and 1983, the owners and residents of the house were Albert W, and Ruth
L. Douglas. Mr. Douglas was involved in educating the hearing impaired for over 30
years. Before coming to Texas, Douglas served both as a teacher and a supervisor at the
American School for the Deaf (Hartford, CT) and as an acoustic expert with the U.S.
Army. Douglas joined Texas School for the Deaf in 1950 as the curriculum coordinator.
Douglas served as the principal of the Texas School for the Deaf (1954-1965) and later as
the superintendent (1965-1972). He corroberated with other leaders in his field.
“Fortunately,” Douglas once said, “We don’t have professional secrets for teaching the
deaf, and schools throughout the country exchange ideas.” As Superintendent, Douglas
also served on the National Advisory Committee for the Office of Demographic Studies
at Gallaudet College (Washington, D.C.), ss one of twenty-five experts in deaf education.
This committee gathered information designed to guide and assist agencies that provide
services to the hearing tmpaired. During and following these times, education of the
hearing-impaired became advanced and sophisticated, and benefited greatly through the
development and standardization of new teaching practices and techniques.

Architecture

The house at 1200 Travis Heights Boulevard is an excellent example of an Arts and
Crafts Style bungalow, commonly referred to as a “Craftsman Style” bungalow. The
most prominent element in the style of a bungalow is its roof, which defines the scale and
presence of the house, The triangular gable ends of many bungalows feature substantial
wood brackets, sometimes called “knee-braces™ which project under the eaves, The
Crafisman Style almost always emphasizes structural elements as integral part of its
design. This style tends to minimize pure decoration in favor of elements that suggest
strength and substance. The eaves provide a showcase for the thythmic feature of
exposed rafter ends or “rafter tails.” Bungalow roofs spread themselves generously over
the house. The form of the front porch roof is usually determined by that of the overall
roof and may simply be an extension of that roof. The range of building materials used in
Crafisman Style bungalows is predominated by the use of wood and its joinery. The type
of brick or rock used in Arts and Crafts architecture generally reflected the material that
was readily available in that region of the country. Of course, this two-story wood-
framed house sits on white Austin imestone.



The front porch is usually the focal point of the fagade, part of an unfolding sequence of
spaces leading from the street to the front door that establishes the character of the house.
The porch columns (usnally waod atop a brick or stone base) are prominent elements of a
bungalow's fagade, and are subject to extreme variation in style. Front porches usually
offered some asymmetry. This could be obtained by a wrap-around porch, an off-
centered front door, and/or an odd number of columns. If there were an even number of
column bases, sometimes one column would be purposefully excluded.

The front door usually opens directly into the living room. The focal point of the main
living area is invariably the fireplace, usually located for maximum visibility and impact.
Brick was very popular for fireplace designs, especially the mixing of bricks of different
color. The warmth of natural woodwork, usually dark was considered appropriate in the
main living areas. Typical features like boxed-beamed ceilings, and door and window
casings showcased the textural variations of patural wood. Wood floors were favored as
being easy to maintain and were considered less likely to harbor dust and germs than the
wall-to-wall carpeting favored in the Victorian era. An effective sapplement to overall
plain wall finishes was the use of stenciling, usually found as a decorative border above
wainscoting or near ceilings. The typical predominance of dark woodwork color
schemes of the early 20th century blended nicely with earthy, yet pleasing shades of sand,
ochre, yellow, or terracotta with blue and/or green detail in the living spaces. Bedrooms
and bathrooms did not usually contain substantial wood workings or follow these color
schemes.

In recent years, there has been a groundswell of interest in recognizing that the bungalow,
as a significant and historic type of American housing, should be preserved. Interest in
the bungalow has been given much of its momentum by an ever increasing public
recognition and appreciation of the Arts and Craft movement. The neighborhood of
Travis Heights once had many homes that represented the Arts and Crafts Style
bungalow. These houses have been slowly disappearing or have been remodeled beyond
recognition.

Historic Landmaork Criteria

This property is now 90 years old and retains significant integrity of materials and design
that convey its historic appearance. As described above, the house embodies the
distinguishing characteristics, and is an excellent example of an Arts and Crafts Style
bungalow. The property has significant associations with persons (previous owners and
residents) who greatly contributed to the history of Austin. Being one of the original
houses built in the Travis Heights neighborhood, it contributes to the character and image
of the city. It remains a familiar visual feature of the neighborhood. In May 2003, the
house was featured in the Heritage Society of Austin’s Home Tour. Leading up to the
homes tour, the house was chosen as the venue for a lecture titled, Travis Heights: Its
Homes, Families and History, and the house and owner were used in a News 8 Austin
news story promoting the tour.



DEFED CHAIN
File No. A-070017

This is to certify that we have searched the records of Travis County in the Office of
Heritage Title Company of Austin, Inc., from February 13, 1914 at 8:00 a.m. through
February 16, 2007 at 8:00 a.m. as to the following described property, to-wit:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Lot 5 and the south 15 of Lot 6, Block 27, Travis Heights Subdivision, a subdivision in
Travis County, Texas, according to the map or plat thereof, recorded in Volume 3,
Page 17, nf the Plat Records of Travis County, Texas.

The following described deeds to the above referenced property are as listed below:

1, Warranty Deed dated February 21, 1913, recorded in Volume 264, Page 382, Deed
Records of Travis County, Texas, executed by Travis Heights Company to Citizens Loan
& Investment Company. (234 acres)

2. Warranty Deed dated June 13, 1914, recorded in Volume 265, Page 366, Deed
Records of Travis County, Texas, executed by Citizens Loan and Investment Company
to E. W. Shonaker. (Lot 5}

3. Warranty Deed dated October 23, 1922, recorded in Volume 340, Page 366, Deed
Records of Travis County, Texas, executed by E, W. Shonaker fo Iphi Shonaker. (Lot 5)

4. Warranty Deed dated July 11, 1932, recorded in Volume 448, Page 604, Deed
Records of Travis County, Texas, execnted by Mrs. Iphi Shonaker to D. B. Shuberg.
ALot 5)

5. Quit Claim Deed dated September 11, 1930, recorded in Volume 459, Page 41, Deed
Records of Travis County, Texas, executed by the City of Austin to Anna Willlams. (Lot
6)

6, Warranty Deed dated December 9, 1935, recorded in Volume 525, Page 295, Deed
Records of Fravis County, Texas, executed by Mrs. Anna Williams io Gibraltar Savings
& Building Association. (Lot 6)

7. Warranty Deed dated August 1, 1936, recorded in Volume 549, Page 23, Deed
Records of Travis County, Texas, executed by D. B. Shuberg to Frank Campbell and
wife, Mrs. Mattie M. Campbell. (Lot 3)



8. Warranty Deed dated August 4, 1936, recorded in Volume 549, Page 25, Deed
Records of Travis County, Texas, executed by Frank Campbell and wife, Mrs, Mattie M.
Campbell to Frank B. Campbell. (Lot 5)

9. Warranty Deed dated April 30, 1942, recorded in Volume 698, Page 324, Deed
Records of Travis County, Texas, executed by Frank Campbell and wife, Mattie Mae
Campbell and Frank B, Campbell and wife, Mary Ann Campbell 10 A. J. Mears and
wife, Katherine Mears. (Lot 5)

10. Warranty Deed dated September 25, 19435, recorded in Volume 773, Page 396, Deed
Records of Travis County, Texas, executed by Gibraltar Savings & Building Association
to Joe W. Floerka and wife, Mary Edith Floerke, (Lot 6)

11. Warranty Deed dated March 1, 1946, recorded in Volume 777, Page 524, Deed
Records of Travis County, Texas, executed by A. J. Mears and wife, Katherine Mears to
Julius H, Schmidt and wife, Queen E. Schmidt. (Lot 5)

12. Warranty Deed dated May 28, 1952, recorded in Volume 1113, Page 452, Deed
Records of Travis County, Texas, executed by Julius H. Schmids and wife, Queen E.
Schmidt to W, R, Nabours. (Lot 5)

13, Warranty Deed dated May 20, 1954, recorded in Volume 1454, Page 180, Deed
Recards of Travis County, Texas, executed by Joe W. Floerke and wife, Mary Edith
Floerke to M. L. McWhorter. (Lot 6)

14, Warranty Deed dated August 8, 1954, recorded in Volume 1490, Page 109, Deed
Records of Travis County, Texas, executed by M. L. McWhaorter to Jack D. Burkett. (Lot

)

15. Warranty Deed dated Maych 1, 1956, recorded in Volume 1675, Page 143, Deed
Records of Travis County, Texas, executed by W. R. Nabours and wife, Lula S. Nabours
to Albert W. Douglas and wife, Ruth L. Douglas. (Lot 5)

16. Warranty Deed dated July 16, 1956, recorded in Volume 1711, Page 73, Deed
Records of Travis County, Texas, executed by Jack D. Burkett and wife, Barbara J.
Burkett 1o Red Bird Properties, Inc. (Lot 6)

17. Warranty Deed dated February 28, 1957, recorded in Volume 1790, Page 112, Deed
Records of Travis County, Texas, executed by Red Bird Properties, Inc., o George G.
Price and wife, Margarele S. Price. (Lot 6)

18. Warranty Deed dated April 30, 1962, recorded in Volume 2543, Page 83, Deed
Records of Travis County, Texas, executed by George G. Price and Margarete S. Price
to Atbert W. Douglas and wife, Ruth Douglas. {South 15' of Lot 6)



19, Warranty Deed dated April 29, 1983, recorded in Volume 8076, Page 334, Deed
Records of Travis County, Texas, executed by Ruth L. Douglas to Michael J. Pribilski
and spouse, Cynthia A. Pribilski. (Lot 5 and the south 15 of Lot 6)

20. Warranty Deed dated (no date given), filed June 7, 1993, recorded in Volume
11951, Page 907, Real Property Records of Travis County, Texas, executed by Michael
J. Pribilski to Cynthia A, Pribilski, (Lot 5 and the south 15’ of Lot 6)

21, Warranty Deed dated February 24, 1994, recorded in Volume 12133, Page 3065,
Real Property Records of Travis County, Texas, executed by Cynthia Pribllski to David
Hirsch Hoffman and speuse, Binnie D, Hoffman. (Lot 5 and the south 15' of Lot 6)

22, Warranty Deed dated July 13, 1998, recorded in Volume 13223, Page 3506, Real
Property Records of Travis County, Texas, executed by David Hirsch Hoffman and
spouse, Binnie D. Hoffman to Nicole H, Monacelli. (Lot 5 and the south 15' of Lot 6}

23. Warranty Deed dated April 11, 2000, recorded under Document No, 2000055540,
corrected under Document No. 2000094499, Official Public Records of Travis County,
Texas, executed by Nicole H. Monacelli and spouse, George Monacelli to Donald T.
Wells and wife, P. Kathleen Wells. (Lot 5 and the south 15" of Lot 6)

This certificate Is for the use of and shall inure to the benefit of Ms. Michelle Grandt and
is issued in consideration of 80.00 paid to Heritage Title Company of Austin, Inc.. (The
Company) by same to whom said sum shall be returned as liquidated damages in the
event of any mistake, error and or omissions herein, and by accepting this certificate,
same agrees that said sum and no more shail constitute the full measure of damages
against the Company. None of the information contained herein, or the absence of other
information constitutes @ representation to any party as 1o the status of the title to the
subject property. If a title defect andfor encumbrance should exist which is not disclosed
herein, the Company shall not be liable by reason of furnishing this certificate or for any
verbal statements related thereto. The Company shall not be liable for any title defect
unless a title policy is hereafter issued by its insuring against such title defect, and the
applicable title policy premium paid. The company's liability shall then exist only under
the terms of its policy as prescribed by the Department of Insurance and as measured
and limited thereby.

HERITAGE TITLE COMPANY OF AUSTIN, INC.

/& (b tt

Rosie Albritton
Customer Service/Examiner
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WARRANTY DEED
SINBOFTEKAS 4 BRI < %

2 PGS
COUNTY OF TRAVIS §

Grantor, Patricia Kathleen Wells, a single person residing in Travis County, Texas
and an owner in fee simple of all the property described below, for good and valuable
consideration, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, hereby GRANTS and
CONVEYS, tor

Donald Thomas Wells
1200 Travis Heights Blvd.
Austin, Texas 78704

hereinafter referred to as Grantee, that certain tract and parcel of real property
located in Travis County, Texas, described as follows:

LOT 5 & S 15FT LOT 6, BLK 27, TRAVIS HEIGHTS

To have and to hold in fee simple all property described, together with all the
rights and apputtenances lawfully accompanying it, by the Grantee and the Grantee's
heirs, personal representatives, suceessors, and assigns forever. Grantor binds bexself,
her heirs, personal representatives, spouses, successors, and assigns to warrant and
forever defend the property against every person lawfully claiming or claim all or any

part of the property.
EXECUTED on this date by Grantor.

STATE OF TEXAS §
3
COUNTY OF TRAVIS §

/2
SUBBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME on this Z7 ~ day of
2007, to certify which witness my hand and official seal.

R EMMA J HILL
ol NOTARY PUBLC 4
Jaf  Siate of Toxas

’e?ﬁ"COmm. Exp. 08-14-2007

1

)
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After recording return to:

Donald Wells
1200 Travis Heights Blvd.
Austin, Texas 78704

FILED AND RECORDED

OFFICIAL PUBLIC RECORDS

Cren b losarver
2007 Jul 23 @1:85 P 20A7{35109
BARTHOD $20.00

DANA DEBEAUVOIR COLUNTY CLERK
TRAVIS COUNTY TEXRS



Preliminary Occupancy List
1200 Travis Heights Boulevard

Based on research by Phoebe Allen with the Heritage Society & Deed Chain Research

1918

1920

1922

1924

1927

1929-1932/3

1929

1930-31

1935

1937

. Murchison, Eugene A. (Emma H.) pres Murchison-Lee :
: Co res 1200 Travis Hts. Blvd :

 Eugene A. Murchison (r) (Emma H.), pres. Murchison -

Lee Co res 1200 Travis Heights Blvd. (also:Addie M.
Murchison, student)

 Birkman, Wm F. (Isabel H), trav(eling salesman) r 1200 .

TrHeightBvd

Birkman, Augusta, and Edgar S. (student UT), and Rosa

Jean (student UT) 1200 Travis Hts

- W.W. Boyd{Peaxl), Commissioner of State Game, Fish

& Oyster Comm.

Shonaker, Edwin W, (Iphiginia) trav h 1200 Travis
Heights Blvd

Frank Ephraim (Bessie), helper Fox—Schmidt
Ephraim, Harriet, filing clk St. Bd of Examiners
Ephraim, Frank J. plumbing Helper, Fox Schmidt

Ephraim, Bessie (wid frank) h 1200 Travis Hts Blvd

- Frank Campbell (Mattie M) tchr h 1200 Travis His Blvd -

CD

CD

CD



1940 occ listed)

. Frank Campbell (Mattie M) h 1200 Travis Hts Blvd (no

1942 : Campbell, Frank ?

194245 Mears, AJ (Katherine)?

1946 Julius & Queen E. Schmidt

1947 - Schmidt, Julius H.

1949 © Schmidt, Julius (Queen E.) clk Big Bear Food Store

1952 Schmidt

1953 Vacant

1954-55 Snith, Johnie L. (Billie) distr, St. Clair Oil Co

1956-83 Deaf

1983-93 Michael J& Cynthia A Pribilski

1994 Cynthia A Pribilski

1994.98 Binnie D. Hoffman & David Hirsch Hoffman

1998-200 Nicole & George Monacelli

© 2000-present

Douglas, Albert W. (Ruth L.) prin State School for the

e i A v A S e SR R TS TR AT RN, (L (AN 0T N i 0 A S A

. Deeds -

Deed

CD

CD



Eugene A, Murchison

Historical Information
including

copies of publications, photographs and announcements
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Did you know...

* When Murchison opened, the
cafeteria only served tray lunches.
There were no svack lines or vend-
ing machines for studears.

» Tn fall 1973, Murchison’s th
grade moved up to high school,
leaving only grades 7 and 8. There
were about 600 sendents ag
Maurchison in 1983-24,

« Murchison became a middle
school ig 1987 when the sixth grade
Wwas added.

+ The MMS ensollment in the
1996-37 school year is abour 1,241
students, with 453 6th graders, 411
7th graders, and 377 Bth graders.

* Today Muoschizon has §
portable buildings with 16 class-
rooms. A 12 classroom additien
will be built with schoal bond funds
approved in 1996,

+ Murchison Pool, owned by
the City of Austin, opened in 1974,

» Murchison is the home of the
Northwes: Austin Kickball League.

Murchison

Community School

The Murchison campus has been
the home of Murchison Comommity
School since March 1983, Donna
Green has been the campus coordi-
nator since the very beginning, and
Gwen Sedecholm has been her assis-
tant since 1984. The Community
School coordinaces the evening and
weekend elasses at Muxchison, as
well as the use of the buildiag and
fields for after-hours activities such
as basketball and soccer

The Community School has
helped to make Muschison a hub of
the community~—a welcoming
school that iz used seven days z
week to meet academic and recre-
ational needs of childeen and aduls!

PHAREA T L Sl 1 >

Who Was E. A, Murchison?

E. A Murchison spent bis adule life in this community serving
youth 1o an extent which is not likely to be matched by any man in
any age. Although be had two sons of bis own, he gave countless
hours of his time in the sesvice of yoang peopla-—especlally boys—
with the result that many present Austin citlizens remember him a5 a
father Following is just a short Hst of the kinds of services he pet-
formed which creatively touched the lives of so many:

. HewamemberoftheAusmlSDScbodBmtd for 24
years, 1919-1943, inclnding six years as .-

Vice-President and 17 years as President
of the Board, This is dhe loagest tepure
of School Board secvice in che history
of the Austin school system.

¢ He taught a Sunday School
alass of seventh grade boys at First
Methodist Church for abont 45 years,
from the age of 40 until he was about
85 years old,

+ Ha was Scoutpaster of
Austin’s Boy Scout Treop 2 for
14 years, from 1920 to 1934,

¢ Hewasa Travis
Counry Probation Officer for
13 years, 1935-1948,

Among the awards and recognition acco:ded him were the
Austin School Board's Citation far Service Aveard, a gold-headad
walking cane presented by Boy Scout Troop 2, the Anstin Rotary
Club’s Distinguished Communicy Service Awatd, and the Texas
Heritage Foundatior’s Distinguisbed Service Medal,

Mc Murchison was bom on Movember 11, 1873 on a farm in
Bastrop County, where he lived for 25 years. He artended schools 2t
Cedar Creek and Basop 204 ranght in turzl schools in Bastrop
County from 1894 to 1898. Afrer working in a general merchandise
store at Del Valle and serving with the First Texas Volunteer Infantry
in the Spanish-American War, he moved to Austin in 1505 to become
a partner in the procery fimn of Caldwell-Murchizon-Lee Company.
He remained in the grocery business unsil he “resired” in 1935. At
that point in his life, ar the age of &2, his tenure of 13 years as County
Probation Officer and about balf of hxs Sunday School teaching cateer
still lay ahead of him.

Ar the presentation of the Texas Heritage Foundarion
Distinguished Servica Medal, De. Lee Wilborn, one of Mr,
Murchison’s many proceges and then Assisrant Commissionet of
Education for Instruction at the Texas Educatdon Agency, payd him
this mribute: “It has been the natuce of man chroughout history o
build monuments. Mc. Murchison chose his own cype of monument,
and he buik it in boys.”

Mz, Murchison’s death came on October §, 1964, abour 2
month before attaining the age of 91 years. He and his wife had two
sons, Bogene A, snd H. L

[TNF TN
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- He is a ‘man Wwho, g Dr. Car-
ruth suid Wednesday, "“hax helped
|raise the cilizeriship level of the
Jcity through the work he hes
{done
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GASH GROCERS
© - OFFER - .7

i Foncy Bermunds Omom,

o oind 3(: 5. I
| By the crate, 50 1bs...§1.25 &

. eremium Hams, Ib. .. .. .33c §

114.1b, Crisco -

§ Pionic Hams, 1b. ,.....:.24c §
dest Compound Lard, ib. .260 . &
Now Potatoes, b, ......2%¢0 #
46¢ - |

SIb. Orisco .........-..95c §

8-1b. Crisco :..........51.85

9-1b. Criged .....0..... 52.85 %

i G-)b. Preminm Lard....§1.40
. 10:-1b. Premivm Lard...52.75 }

B Breakfast Bacon, sliced, b,

BOc, Bhc and.,........ 60¢ §

d gorn Flour—white, 1b....7¢ |
H blaize Flour, Ib........Tlc B
§ Rice Flour, Ib. .... . 120

’Barley Flour ....:.7.,.. 8o 2

8 Rye Floor ..........

§ Tokoma Biscnit, pkg ; 8o _
¥ Baltine Flakes, pkg..... 180 §

N B, brand Macaroni,

" Bpaghetti and Vermi.
g ecelli, pkg............. %0
8 Bulk Cocos, 1b, J.. ..., 36c

{ . .or3lbs for:........ sl.oo b
I.arge Oreen Velva.Syrup 95c 1§
Large Katrina .. .,..... 98¢ #
| Blue Karo, large..... /. The

. Mn.ry Jane, large R
.H Red Karo, large .
i Wedding Ilrea.kfast Syru

per cap, 40c, The and $1 26

§ Baby Carnation Milk: ...6c H
§ Large Carnation ...... '.13c 3

§ No. b Tomatoes, eagh.,

By the dozen-......;slt_)o_-

Good Lack Jar Rubbers,

-the beat kind, dez...:.10¢

H Pt. Mason Jars, dva. ....7bc

q :Qt. Magon Jars, dozen: . .B6c 8
d Half-gal. Mason Jars, doz, §1 8
gl Exirs Caps for same, doz. 300 &

# Pull Oream Oheese, 1b. ".30c §

' j Veri-Best: .Bncl: Oheesa,
3 pownd: ... ... 0., 33
Good Gountry Butter, T

t,lons. Ring us ~ *
BDTH PHONES 173

., 400, 46c and " ... ... 60c B
B Al orders delivered free,
No trouble fo sngwer. quea«'

-"wm M“m‘amm-
. %.v-m 1A T A Y " v\;,-miva #r bavarys § T

Areaquy anqng upsny x 1eyua)) A10)sIyY ugsny’,
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E. A, Murchisen

E. A. Murchison spent his adult

fifa In this community serving youth

to an extent which is not likely to be
matched by any man in any age.
Although he had two sons of his
own, he gave countless hours of his
time in the service of young people
—sespecially boys—uwith the resuit
that many present Austin citizens
remember him as a father. Follow-
ing is just a short list of the kinds
of services he performed which
creatlvely touched the lives of so
many.

® He was a member of the Austin
School Board for 24 years, 1919-
1943, including six years as vice
president and 17 years as president.
This is the longest tenure of Board
service In the history of the Austin
Schoal system,

e He taught a Sunday School
class of seventh-grade boys at First
Methodist Church for about 45 years,
from the age of 40 until he was
sbout 85.

® He was Scoutmaster of Austin’s
Boy Scout Troop 2 for 14 years,
1920.1934,

» He was Travis County Proba-
tion Officer for 13 years, 1935-1948.

Among the awards and recogni-
tion accorded him were the Austin
Schoo! Board's Citation for Service
Award, a gold-headed walking cane
presented by Boy Scout Troop 2, the
Austin Rotary Club's Distinguished
Community Service Award, and the

Texas Heritage Foundation's Dis-
tinguished Service Medal.

Mr. Murchison was born in 1873
on a farm in Bastrop County, where
he lived for 25 ysars. He attended
schools at Cedar Creek and Bastrop
and taught in rural schools in Bas.
trop County from 18394 to 1898.
After working in a genaral merchan-
dise store at Del Valle and serving
with the First Texas Volunteer Infan-
try in the Spanish-American War, he
moved to Austin in 1905 to betome
a partner in the grocery firm of Cald-
well-Murchison-Lee Company. He re-
mained in the grocery business untit
he “retired” in 1935, At this point in
his life, at the age of 62, his tenure
ot 13 years as County Probation Of-
ficer and about half of his Sunday
School teaching career stili lay ahead
of him.

At the presentation of the Texas
Heritage Foundation Distinguished
Service Medal, Dr. Lee Witborn, one
of Mr. Murchison’s many proteges
and now Assistant Commissioner of
Education for Instruction in the
Texas Education Agency, paid this
tribute: "It has been the nature of
man throughout history to build
monuments. Mr. Murchison chose his
own type of monument. and he built
it in boys.”

Mr. Murchison’s death came on
October 6, 1964, about a month be-
fore attaining the age of 91 years.
~ Mrs, Murchison still resides in
Austin. One son, Eugene A., lives in
New Orleans, and the other, H. L.,
lives in Houston.

INFORMAL SPANISH CLASS ILLUSTRATES ROOM FLEXIBILITY
[T Bhaaad B - SRRy

E A. MURCHISON

DEDICATORY PROGRAM

Dennis E. Cowan, Principal. Presiding

8and Concert . .. .. .. ... Murchison Junior High School Band
Dr. Frank Phillips, Director

Invocation i e v . Mr. Keith Miller

Murchison Patron

Welcome ... ... ... ... ......... Dr. Gien E, Journeay
President, Murchison PTA .

Special Music ... .. .... Murchison Junior High School Choir
Mr. Russell Sayers, Director

introduction of Guests .. ........ .. ... Mr. Irby B. Carruth
Superintendent of Schools

Dedicatory Remarks . .......... ... _.. Mr. Clint Smali Jr.

President, Board of School Trustees
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Albert W. Douglas

Historical Information

including

copies of publications, photographs and announcements




Mr. Albert W. Douglas, whose adult
lite was spent helping deaf people,
diec in Austin on April & at the age of
§3. Mr, Douglas's career, which
spanned nearly jour decades of work-
ing with and for the deaf, included
many years at TSD, which he joined in
1930 as curriculum coordinalor. i
1954 he became principal, a pasition
he held untif 1965 when he was namead
as superintendent. Mr. Douglas served
in inis capacity untit 1972, when he
resigned in order to work with the
Texas Education Agency. There he

1379 Vearkodk
Cfayns Y‘S}L&.\Xﬂ £t Hu DQ@/

DEDICATION

Alber! W. Douglas

v

was the chief consultant for Special
Education.

A nalive of Brattleboro, Vi, Mr
Douglas earned a B.8. in Education at
the University of South Carolina in
1838 ardl @ M.A. in Education of the
Deaf at Gallaudet College in 1841, He
compietedt additional graduate work at
the University of Connecticut, New Bri-
tain Teachers College and The Univer-
sity of Texas.

Before coming io Austin Mr. Douglas
served as both a teacher and a super-
vigor at the American School for the

Dez! and as an acoustic expert with the
U5, Army.

During his stay at TSD Mr. Douglas
also found lme fo lecture at The
University of Texas and to ieach a
number of summer sessions al
Western Reserve and Texas Women's
Coliege.

Let us rermember and honor this man
who davoted so much of hig life tg the
sefvice of others and who continues to
Hve through his many contributions
which errich the lives ¢f the present
T30 family. .



% uperintzndent Grace

- managed the school until
1963, when the schools for
g the blind and for the deaf
were Eombmed and Grace became
the Director of Special Schools for
the State of Texas. Under this .
arrangement, the schools shared one
business office located on TSD's
South Campus. The business office
director, Glen Albright, held the same
rank as the superintendents of the
deaf and blind schools. There was a
positive aspect of the division of
Jabor, which continued until 1981
when the two schools were divided,
each with its own board. With the
director of businesz having the
responsibility for fiscal matters, the
superintendent turned his attention to
administrative problems created by

the addijtion of a new second campus '

aud the neged for mtczratmn

movement in public schools at that
time. When the Middle School waz
relocated on South Campus, the
black students went with it. The
elementary school for students ages 6
to 10 went to East Campus. The
changes took some administrative
juggling, but the moves and
integration, which took place in a
time of statewide racial tension, went
smoothly at TSD.

But there were other, less obvious
changes taking place in the “outside
world’” which would have a more
profound impact on the school than
integration. Among these factors was
the rubella epidemic in {964 and
1965, which caused a ‘swelling of the
East Campus population in the 1970s
to 250 students and forced the faculty
to adapt the currieulum for the
special needs of these students. This

“rubeila bubble” demanded

endonl John F. Graco mgm; and pﬂncipul A.w,nougmm e first stadent

assembly of tho 1980-51 school year.

In 1965 under Superintendent A.W.
Douglas, the school gained control of
the Texas Deaf, Rligd and Orphan
School for Colored Youths and its
campus pn Airport Boulevard. This

facility became TSD’s East Campus,

The first order of business was
sending the black blind students to
the state school for the blind while
establishing TSD's Middle Schoo) on
the new East Campus. Elementary
and secondary programs were located
on South Campus. Black TSD
students at all levels lived on East
Campus until TSD quietly integrated
the cotiages on East Campus in 1966.
Thiy action reflected the integration

- enrriculum cbhanges and forced

program changes in a school which
had previously educated ‘‘normal®
deaf children.

More and more the normal deaf
were being educated in their home
school districts in the Regional Day
School Programs. State and national
legislation prompted an increase in
the regional schools by, in essence,
encouraging *‘mainstreamiog®’ the
deaf c¢hildren into regular public
schools.,

Gary A. Cuxtis, who ‘became
superintendent of the school in 1972,
left TSD the mext yzar to become
more involved with the Regional Day

11;_(.&!_5‘{'&7(

School Program for the Deaf. He
joined the Texas Bducation Agency as
director of deaf education,
administering the regional schools
established under Senate Bill 803.

While these factors were shaping
TSD's student population and
programs, the deaf community was
undergoing its own metamorphosis.
The deaf were Strongly seekinga
sense of identity and control of their
own destiny. The advocacy
movements among minorities were
teaching the deaf ways to have a
suceessful impact gpon the issues
relating to them. The increased
recognitfon of rights and
responaiblilties of parents, both deaf
and hearing, and of deaf childeen
themselves manifested itgelf through
due process provedures which forced
parents, students, employees and
school administrators into opposite
corners,

No longer was TSD an island unto
itself. It began to lose ground as the
social, emotional, physical, spiritual
and educational center for the deaf
community, With the advent of day
school programs, mainstreaming and
the realization that children need to
be trained to function in socicty, big
cbanges began io take place at the

[ Virgil Bdmond
:t Flathouse came to TSD
i3 a3 its superintendent in,
1974, when the school
5.4 and the deaf community
were undergoing enormous change. A
former houseparent and teacher who

. had been inspired to seek a doctorate

in the education of the deaf,
Flathouse led TSD through the
transition period when jurisdiction of
the school moved from the State
Board of Education, which had
controlled the school since 1951, to a
newly-created subcommittee, which
would serve as a nine-member local
board appolnted by the govesnor.

~Under this combined leadership,

significant strides were made toward
a more comprehensive educatiomal
program.

National legislation mandated that
18-year-olds be treated as adnults,
With. that status, the older deaf
students began {0 press for the -
freedoms and responsibilities inherent
therein. The school adopted yet
another philosophical shift,

' -émiphasizing the concept of “'privilege

commensurate with respoansibility.”
The “adults® in TSD's student
population did not need houseparent
<. LONE
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program. Being ‘acquainted
_wit.h the teachers and Imowing
their capabilities, he hag been able
t6 mske assignments and direet
-al] phases of the wark with & max-
‘ mlum of “efficiency.

- Mr. Douslas has been appointed
- .. prineipel "of the school for this
year, which position he will Gl
. whem the recently appointed super-

mtandent arrives on the field,




gutstanding interpreter

Sewell recognized

Helen

One great challenge to
joday's deal person is to
schieve better communica-
ot with 2 hearing world.
s greatest adventure con-
“gsts in the weli-balanced
and sane effort to advance
_the borders of perception

v | gut through the dim realms

| of deafness in a whole-
hearted effort to con-
tact—io communicate
with—hearing. peopie.

" An invalyable aid in this
task i8 the intemmediary--
the person with one foot in
each world, the person who

is a living, breathing con-
neclion—the Interpreter.

The Texas Society of In-
terpreters for the Deaf at
their annual conference in
Corpus Christi, March
30-April 1, nonored one
such outstanding person.
Helen R. Sewell, formerly a
TSD teacher and com-
munication specialist, was
elected as a lifetime
member of TSID, the
highest tribute bestowed
by the organization.

“The state organization,

with a membership of
almost 400, honored Ms.
Sewall tor her contributions
to the professicn of inler-
preting for the deaf. She is
the fourth person to be
elgcled as a lifstime
member,” said Carolyn
Lacey, TSID secretary.

Presently a communica-
tion specialist with the
Statewide Project for the
Deal, Ms. Sewalt is 1o be
honored at next vear's an-
nuaf conference banquet in
Austin, Apri) 1980,

The |
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'TSD mourns Douglas death

: Albert W. Douglas,
-whose adult life was spent

helping deaf people, died in

. Austin on April 6 at the ape

of 63. Mr. Dougias’s
carger, which spanned
nearly four decades of

- working with and for the
_degf, included many years
. at TSD, which he jcined in
1850 as curriculum coor-
dinator. tn 1954 he
became principal, a position
he heid untit 1965 when he
was ramed a3 superintend-
ent. Mr. Douglas served in
. this capacity untl 1972,
- when he resigned in order
<o work with the Texas
- Education Agency. There
he was the chief consultant
for Special Education.

A native of Braitieboro,
Vt., Mr. Dougias eamed a

Albert W. Douglas

B8.5. in Education at the
University of Scuth Carolina
in 1938 and a MA. in
Educatiocn of the Deaf at
Gallaudet College in 1941,
He completed additional
graduate work at the
University of Connecticut,
New Britein Teachers Col-

Deaf education opportunities

o o e e s e o o o i e ]

lege and The University of
Texas.

Before coming to Austin
Mr. Douglas served as both
a teacher and a supervisor
at the American School for
the Deaf and as an acoustic
expert with the U.S. Army.

During his stay at TSD
Mr. Douglas z1so found time
to lecture at The University
of Texas and to teach a
number of summer ses-
sions af Western Reserve
and Texas Women's Col
lege.

Let us remember and
honor this man who
devoted 80 much of his lifs
1o the service of others and
whao continues to live
through his many contribu-
tions which enrich the lives
of the present TSD family.
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East Campus a
rhythm class, perfarmn
lawn of ACC,

 EC act
In hont

Here's a riddie fo
What i3 created,
remade, and rect
another time befc
comes intc being?

Need a hint? It ex:
just an hour at most,
is nowhere.

One more hint. it
body language
gesiures only. The ai
mime.

The students fas
it; rhythm teacher
Roup focuseg it; a
players interpreted it
way the mime wa:
ceived of three
before it took form
while the mime was
snacted on the
Austin Community (
April 4, it was cre
fourth tme—by
dience, ACC studer

0 E Superin
\‘\s\ Column
Foature
Sporis,

loaninnk
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" KIbe¥E W. Douglas has accepted the pos:.t.ion of Director of iHe Curriculum
at the’i?msﬁchool.forthebea.finp.ustin, Texas, and Lecturer i the’ .
Department of Educatfonal Ppychology, College of Edudatiof,"at the Uhiversity
of Texds, " A joint mrrangement bebwess, the University of Texas and thé School
£or the Daal” pmoﬁdas L5r & Craining cériter for “$eachord of tlic deal 'at the

‘m:.versity oF Texas. The Texas School for the Déaf seérves ad a 1aboratory for

the center and Xlbert Douglas will have ths responsibilz.ty of “supervising )
practice téaching. Albert Douglas was a teacher at the Aistine Sthocl for

the Déa¥ in Brattlebiro, Vt., and Prificipal of ‘the Advanced Hepartifent “at¥he
American School in West Hartford, Conn.; befbire going to Tekas.” Diing the® -
wor Hé was in the Rehabilitation work for deafemed soldiers,” H8 is'e giaduate-

of the Nomal Tra:lm.ng Department of Gal'lamiet Gollege in Waghingten, D. C.



ADULT DEAF CLASSES F¥rert? ©

bers of the Advisory Committee of
the Adult Education Program for
the Deaf which met here this week

are (I-R)} A. W. Douglas, superin~ -

tendent of Texas Schoel for Deaf;
Dr. Walter C. Rubke, president of
Concordia College; Ralph White,
consultant for deaf, Texas Educa-
tion Agency; and Dean Cunning-
ham, director of Adult Educsation
Programs, Texas School for Deaf.

'h‘ez:lasses are held at Concordia,
but the project is a cooperative pro-
gram between the Division of Voca-
tional Rehabilitation of the THA and
the Texas School for Deaf. Eighty-
five adult deaf are taking the 20-
week long courses. The commiltee -
Tuesday heard progress reports on
the federaliy-funded project — the
first community deaf adult continu-
ing education classes in Texas.
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PUBLIC .EARING INFORMATION

This zoning/rezoning ro :est will be reviewed and acted upon at
two public hearings: 1. iore the Land Use Commission and the
City Council. Altho: 1 applicants and/or their agent(s) are
expected to attend a pu: 'i. hearing, you are not required to attend.
However, if you do ar.ud, you have the opportunity to speak
FOR or AGAINST th:. .roposed development or change. You
may also contact a nei. . -borhood or environmental organization
that has expressed an . terest in an application affecting your
neighborhood.

During its public heari» - the board or commission may postpone
or continue an applic.:ian’s hearing to a later date, or may
evaluate the City st ’s recommendation and public input
forwarding its.own rec .- nmendation to the City Council. If the
board or commission i : wounces a specific date and time for a
postponement or .contir tion that is not later than 60 days from
the announcement, no 1. :her notice is required.

During its public hear: - . the City Council may grant or deny a
zoning request, or rezo: - the land to a less intensive zoning than
requested but in no cas.. .ill it grant a more intensive zoning,

However, in order to ilow for mixed use development, the
Counci! may add th MIXED USE (MU) COMBINING
DISTRICT to certain <. :nmercial districts. The MU Combining
District simply allows ..:idential uses in addition to those uses
already allowed in the ven commercial zoning districts. As a
result, the MU Comb . 1g District allows the combination of
office, retail, commer;- ., and residential uses within a single
development.

For additional inforn. ion on the City of Austin’s land
development process, v; .. our website:
www,ci. stintx.us/development

Written commentts must be submitted to the board or commission (or the
contact person listed on the notice) before or at a public hearing. Your
comments should include the board or commission’s name, the scheduled
date of the public hearing, and the Case Number and the contact person
listed on the notice.

- " 1] A
Case Number: C14H-07-0020 W\ Chwb ol ~ Dapdtens P> Ty
Contact: Steve Sadowsky, (512) 974-6454  *»°° ._..aw,v PRI
Public Hearing:
September 24, 2007 Historic Landmark
Commission

(21 am in favor

i
t

) (O 1 object
Fibew | 2. Vo &\\ o

Your Name (please pring)

SNSRI
(X 0% -7 A \ %ﬂ&&&m
Your address(es) affected by this applicatioh
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Commernts:

If you use this form to comment, it may be returned to:
City of Austin
Neighborhood Planning and Zoning Department

Steve Sadowsky RECEN TR

P. O. Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767-8810 SEP 2 0 2007

FAX: 512-974-9104




